Opposition Parties Embrace Kyoto Accord – Happy Valentines Day

By Craig B. Chandler

On February 14th Canada was suckered.  I do not mean by the day called Valentines Day, the day my wife feels corporate Canada suckered Canadians to buy flowers and chocolates for their loved ones. Oddly, my wife Julie ate the chocolates I bought her, wore the earrings and still has the flowers proudly displayed in our kitchen.  I guess her reverse psychology worked on me.

However, what I am referring to is the gift the Liberals, Bloc and NDP gave Canadians in a private members bill introduced by Quebec MP, Pablo Rodriguez.  This gift was a bill to force the Conservative government to meet Canada's emission targets under the Kyoto Accord.

While you were smooching your significant other I was in the House of Commons for the vote and a shiver ran through my soul.  Although the Tories stood united against this political ploy, it still scared me 

It scared me as an Albertan because thoughts of the hated National energy Program (NEP) ran through my head.  I had thoughts of families that lost everything, those that committed suicide and marriages wrecked.  Then I actually looked at the motion and was not scared but surprised.

The Private Members bill was just fluff.  There were no regulations attached to it, no new monies or any money - for that matter allocated. Thus, the wording to meet targets is just opposition posturing. This is the most puzzling aspect of it all.

When Stephane Dion became leader of the federal Liberals he claimed to be the greenest of them all and was campaigning on the environment as the big election issue. Obviously Dion and his hacks planned this move to sink the Tories and show that he is in control.

If I was the Liberal advisor, I would have kept this issue and campaigned on it and painted the Tories as anti-environment, but an unforseen result is happening.

Not only is Stephane Dion's poll numbers sliding faster then a child on a toboggan ride down a hill, but Harper's Tories are now leading.

The actual Kyoto targets can't be met in 5 years as the opposition parties want and the Liberals are clearly to blame for this. The Liberals governed pre-Harper for 15 years and did absolutely nothing on the environment. In fact, the Liberals signed the Kyoto accord in Japan in November 1997. This party (with Stephane Dion a part of it) had 8 years to do something and spent almost $250 million on meetings studies and more so they could dream up a plan that would reduce emissions without causing economic devastation. 

This begs the question.  Why did the Liberals with a majority do nothing in 8 years since the signing of the agreement and expect the minority Conservative government to do something in 1 year when they are road blocked every step of the way? I guess the Liberals are hoping the public will forget and embrace them once again.

No matter what the Conservatives come up with, they will be able to honestly communicate to Canada that they have done more for the environment in a minority in one year then the Liberals did in the past 15.  

The Liberals have now played their election ace of the environment and the Tories are now assured victory and Alberta is safe once again.

Sometimes I wonder if Harper remembers Alberta, but this latest move in his play book shows me that he has been thinking about us all along.  I guess Valentines Day was good after all.


Until next week.
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